
                                                                                     

            
         

           
           

           
            

   
 

           
         

           
         

         
            

           
          
          

 
 

           
            
        

         
           

           
            

 
 

         
          

             
        

          
       

       
 

           
         

         
          

           
         

         
 

          
           

            
           

           
           

         
 

           
        

      
 

          

        
             

             
 
 
 

      

        
        

         
         

          
           

     

One Monday evening last February the Bangor Branch 
journeyed to the sunny shores of the Adriatic. Now other 
members of the Society can join Anwen Hill as she . . 

Searches for Marco Favretto 

A lthough I was born in Bangor in the 1950’s my parents 
lived in Caernarfon and I inherited a surname that 

was vastly different to that of my contemporaries. It was an 
Italian surname – Favretto and I have to honestly say that 
I disliked it when growing up as everyone else were Jones, 
Williams etc. But how did this name become a part of my 
family history? 

My great grandmother – Mary Ann Hughes was born in Y 
Felinheli (Port Dinorwic) North Wales, but around the age 
of 18 (around1885) left for Liverpool to work as a domestic 
servant to an Italian family. Whilst working there, Mary 
Ann met and married an Italian gentleman called Marco 
Favretto – a mariner from Trieste - who I believe had a fam-
ily connection to the family Mary Ann worked for. (The head 
of this family was Antonio Poccechi who I believe was relat-
ed to Marco as his maternal grandmother was called Paula 
Poccechi.) 

Their first two children died at a very young age; Marco 
aged 5 months and Mary Ann Louisa a few days old. Three 
more children followed namely William, John (my grand 
father) and Elizabeth. Tragically Marco died from a brain 
tumour aged 36 in 1895 and Mary Ann returned to Y Felin-
heli, her family home, for support to raise her children aged 
4, 2 and 5 months. That was the end of the Italian connec-
tion. 

My father (David Leonard Favretto) in turn inherited the 
surname but would be the last male in the line. 

Father Rudo the Roman Catholic priest who kindly 
helped us to locate my great grandfathers records. 

In 2013 I embarked on a journey to find out who I was 
actually descended from on my grandfather’s paternal line. 
Before we left we’d established from Marco & Mary Ann’s 
marriage certificate that Marco’s father’s name was Leonar-
do and that he was a fisherman. 

The journey took me initially to Trieste with no luck but 
having some further information given by my father’s late 
sister, Louisa Murray (née Favretto), I learnt that Marco 
came from a place called Umago. Imagine my surprise when 
I googled Umago and found a lovely town on the Adriatic 
coast which is now in Istria, Croatia. The archivist con-
firmed that the surname Favretto was common in Umago. 

So I travelled some 40 km south and the Tourist Infor-
mation Officer in Umago gave me the contact details of the 
priest Father Rudo and we called to see him. While he did 
not speak English and I didn’t speak one of the many lan-
guages that he could as we had used Google translate to 
translate the story as we knew it into Italian. The priest 
was prepared to look at the Church parish records. 

One vital piece of evidence I had from Mary Ann and 
Marco’s marriage certificate was the name of Marco’s father 
- Leonardo who was a fisherman. 

An entry in the parish records of Umago stated that Mar-

My great grandfathers’ baptism in the Parish Church jn 
Umago. The entry is the 5th on the list. 

The records include names of both parents, date of both 
birth and baptism time of birth and name of midwife. 

All is recorded in Latin. 
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cus Matheus was born on the 27th April 1857 to Leonardo 
Favretto and Antonia Favretto (née) Tambourlini. Not sure 
that Marcus was actually Marco I realised that all was rec-
orded in Latin. 

It was a very emotional moment to see the entry. What 
would my father have said that I had found Marco? What 
would my grandfather have said as he was too young to 
remember his father? What would Marco himself have said 
and especially Leonardo and Antonia. Did they know that 
they had three grandchildren in Y Felinheli so many miles 
and a totally different world away? 

The Umago “parish chest” 

Some of the original parish records kept in the 
Presbytery in Umago. No use of gloves etc although I 

doubt many people handle them . 

Our visit to the archives in Pazin,the administrative cen-
tre of Istria with my late cousin Robert (same g-g-grand-
parents) and his wife. 
Most records are on discs but not always easy to locate. 
I was very impressed with the marriage records. 
They state names of both sets of parents of bride and 
groom which makes it easier to ensure that you are locat-
ing the correct family. 

There is also a register called Status Animarum in 
which whole families were recorded. This is where we 
found that there were hundreds of families with the sur-
name Favretto. Not all of these records are complete howev-
er. This shows that my great great grandparents. Leonardo 

This research has also taught me a great deal of the histo-
ry of the area - the Italian population and the geography. It 
has belonged to many countries, Italy, Austria, Yugoslavia 
and since 1991, Croatia. 

Marco’s father Leonardo was from a Cittanova family but 
moved to Umago 

On subsequent visits to Croatia and time spent in the ar-
chives in Pazin I have learnt that Marco was one of 8 chil-
dren. Of the four boys, two died in infancy, Luigi died after 
an accident at sea en route to Liverpool. Marco himself died 
in Liverpool. 

Of the four girls whose names I list below the information 
I have is as follows: 

1. Francesca Favretto (died 1905) married - Giovanni 
Davia 1 son Aloysius Antonio Davia 

I could not find any record of any marriage 

2. Aloysia Favretto (died 1939) married Tomas Vittor 
(Could find no children) 

3. Maria Favretto married Joseph Grassi 
(Could find no children) 

4. Isadora Favretto married Giovanni Baptista Bose 

was a pescator – fisherman. Note that two names have a 
cross indicating they died in infancy 

They had 6 children 2 of whom died in infancy 
Anna Bose 
Amelia Bose 
Marcella Bose 
I could find no marriage records for the three girls. 
Carolus Salvas Bose married Aemilia Bose in 1917 

Since our first visit in 2013 we have made 3 further trips 
to Croatia visiting the Archive Offices in Pazin, Cittanova 
and Umago. The latest visit took place in May and June this 
year 2017. Prior to our trip we had been in contact with 
Silvio Delbello, Presidente della Famiglia Umaghese in Tri-
este and we met at their offices in Trieste. 

In Croatia a visit to the Archive Office and the cemetery 
in Umago unfortunately failed to turn up any further infor-
mation. At this point we felt that our quest in respect of my 
Favretto family had come to an end but we decided to have 
one last look at Umago. 

Each time we had previously visited Umago the museum 
was closed but this time it was open and we met the Direc-
tor Biljana, Barbara and Suncana who seemed very inter-
ested in my story. They felt that given the information that 
we were providing them with they were confident that they 
could provide more information and also hopefully trace 
some living descendants. 

*ZUHLGGLDX�*Z\QHGG�5RRWV��� �� 



                                                                                     

                   
  

                 
                   

              
             

 
                  

           

 
          

         
        

           
           

           
        

 
          

           
  

 
       

        
     

 
      

 
      
 

     
 

 
     

 
      
   

 

        
 

              
 

          
             

 
             

 
  

 
            

         
            

     
 
             

             
     

 
             

            
            

    
 

        
         
        

          
    

        
        

          
        

            
           

  
        

           
 

        
  

 
        

         
         

       
      

 
        

        
 

This is the Library in the Italian community centre in 
Piran, Slovenia . 
This is where my great great grandmother Antonia Fa-
vretto ( nee Tamburlini) and her forefathers were 
from and is only around 20 km from Trieste. 
The history of the Italian/Venetian population is similar 
to Umago. Hundreds left in 1955 due to the change in gov-
ernment and today only around 300 people of Italian 
descent remain. 
We were warmly welcomed by Daniella Pelaglia who vol-
unteers in the centre and also was very interested in our 

This summer we visited the Famiglia Umaghese offices 
in Trieste. 

These are volunteers who have an association with Um-
ago. Following the mass exodus of Italians from Umago 
in 1955 people relocated around the world. These vol-
unteers do excellent work researching families and 
produce newsletters on a regular basis. 

Adam Rutherford’s book - A Brief History of Everyone who Ever Lived - is now out in paperback. 

Plenty of positive reviews - an “effervescent work” - “ displays popular science writing at its best” 
- “reveals what history tells us about our genes” - “ unhappy with some of those who seek to com-
mercialise modern genomics,” - “ derides ancestry companies that have claimed their DNA tests 
reveal the identity of Jack the Ripper; that Prince William harbours Indian blood” 

At £9.99 a perfect bargain and ready made for the Christmas present list. Ɣ 

See also Page 25 of this journal 

Spurred on by this we decided to visit Piran where Anto-
nia Tamburlini’s parents and family were from and met 
Daniela Paliaga at the Italian Community building who 
again was very interested in our story. During the few days 
that we were in Piran we weren’t able to establish much 
apart from the fact that there now no Tamburlini’s living in 
Piran nor were there any in the cemetery. 

On leaving Piran we emailed the Archive Office in Koper 
who responded very quickly with a lot of information on my 
Tambourlini ancestors. 

Marco’s mother Antonia Favretto (nee Tamburlini) was 
the daughter of Paula Poccechi and Matteo Tamburlini 
who was born in Piran. 

Here are my ancestors (oldest first): 

Zuanne aka Giovanni Tamburlini (Piran) 

Matteo Tamburlini (Piran) married Benvenuita Pre-
donzan 

Pietro Tamburlini born 1766 (Piran) 

Matteo Tamburlini (1792) (Piran) married Antonia 
Poccechi ( Umago) 

Antonia Poccechi m Leoanrdo Favretto Umago 

Marco Favretto m Mary Ann Hughes Liverpool 

John Favretto (born in Liverpool but moved back to his 
mother’s home village aged 2) Y Felinheli, North Wales 

David Leonard Favretto Y Felinheli North Wales 

Anwen Favretto 

This has been a wonderful journey for me as I had very 
little hope of finding any information about my ancestors. 
The rest of my family are 100% Welsh born in Wales with 
Welsh being their first language. 

I loved Umago from the moment I first visited and I fell in 
love with Piran this summer (2107). I feel so proud to be a 
part of this wonderful heritage. 

It is my plan to visit the Archives in Koper to carry out 
more research sometime next year. It is my hope that as my 
story is circulated I can trace a living relative that we could 
communicate with and meet. 

If anyone reading this can provide any further infor-
mation about my family members please don’t hesitate to 
contact me anwen@nantydail.cymru ■ 

story. 

The president is Silvio Delbello who spoke excellent 
English and Sergio Bessich who gave us useful guid-
ance. 
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